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FOREWORD

Unto all Gentles of the Great Kingdom of Meridies who see these presents, greetings. As your Kingdom Law Clerk in 2005 and 2006, I have been compiling the decisions of the Crown and of the Kingdom Seneschals into a document called the Corpus Juris Secundum Meridiani, latin for the Second Body of Law of Meridies. 
The purpose of this document is to serve as a guide to the populace as to how Kingdom law is interpreted and enforced by Corporate Officers such as the Crown and Kingdom Great Officers as well as Society Officers. While two individuals may read the law and arrive at two different conclusions, the Crown, the ultimate word on the meaning and intent of Kingdom Law, may issue such rulings as their discretion permits to resolve issues of the law. Interpretations change from reign to reign and from Kingdom Seneschal to successive Kingdom Seneschals. This document reflects the ever-changing nature of the law and those that enact and enforce it. Read the material completely as NOTICES OF REPEAL are posted at the end of a repealed or amended law, decree, or ordinance.
The scope of this document isn’t intended to supersede Kingdom Law but rather, as a supplement in full recognition that Kingdom Law is the Supreme Law of the Kingdom within the realm of the Society for Creative Anachronism, touching upon the governance, activities and sphere of the membership.
I hope the CJSM is helpful to you as you read Meridian Kingdom Law. I will keep the CJSM updated as the Crowns and Kingdom Seneschal’s enact Decrees and Ordinances that emanate from the exercise of their responsibilities of their respective positions. It has been a pleasure to serve the Kingdom as Law Clerk and in the years ahead, as Editor of the CJSM.

On a final note, I want to thank Master Cathal Mac Edan na faeled, Mistress Gwen ni hAilleachain, and Dame Fianna nic Dhaibhid for their support in this endeavor and their encouragement in my love of the legal field which crosses into the domains of both the Society and the mundane world.







Respectfully Submitted,








Aylwin Watkyns








CJSM Editor 








watkijm@auburn.edu
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By the authority vested in The Sovereign Crown of the Kingdom of Meridies by the laws of the Kingdom and of the Corpora of the Society for Creative Anachronism., it is hereby publicly proclaimed:

Whereas, The Crown desires to encourage Pageantry and Chivalric Tournaments within the Realm, and
Whereas, The Laws of Meridies shall be the Word of the Crown, publicly proclaimed and printed in the Kingdom Newsletter,

Therefore, It is hereby decreed and proclaimed by the Crown that Kingdom Law, Article X, entitled Kingdom Events, is hereby amended, to wit: 

X-101 Kingdom Events

(B)
Events considered Kingdom Events shall include Coronations, Crown Lists, Border Raids, Gulf Wars, Kingdom Arts and Sciences Faire and Collegium, Meridian Grand Tourney, Fighters’ Collegium, and all Kingdom-level Collegia hosted in Meridies.

X-105
 Meridian Grand Tourney

To encourage Pageantry and Chivalric Tournaments within the Realm, Meridian Grand Tournament will be held the last weekend of September each year unless an exception is made by the Crown after consultation with the Kingdom Seneschal and Kingdom Earl Marshal.

(A) While the administration of Meridian Grand Tournament is the responsibility of the Earl Marshal, it is deemed beneficial that the Order the Chivalry and the College of Heralds be consulted in effort to better the Tournament through their knowledge and experience.
Done, this the 8th day of  April,  2006,  40 A.S.

         






Seals of the Sovereign Crown

HRM GODWINE
Royal Sovereign of Meridies

HRM FRANCESCA                                                     

Royal Consort of Meridies
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By the authority vested in The Sovereign Crown of the Kingdom of Meridies by the laws of the Kingdom and of the Corpora of the Society for Creative Anachronism., it is hereby publicly proclaimed:

Section IV-205 Kingdom Waterbearer

Remove section in its entirety.
Done, this the 10th day of  June,  2006,  41 A.S.

         






Seals of the Sovereign Crown

_____GODWINE_____

                REX

____FRANCESCA___                                                     

           REGINA

                                                                            ______FIANNA_____

                                                                              Kingdom Seneschale
KINGDOM SENESCHAL ORDINANCE

Executive Order under the Kingdom Laws of Meridies

Ordinance 04-06-1

Event Minimum Distance Regulation

By the authority vested in me as Kingdom Seneschal of the Kingdom of Meridies by the laws of the Kingdom and of the Corpora of SCA, Inc., it is ordered as follows:

I.
Whereas, this Office recognizes there is a problem when two or more local branches of the SCA hold an event on the same weekend in close proximity in that the membership cannot attend both events in addition to Kingdom officers and the Royalty,

Whereas, this Office recognizes the need for planning and regulating event scheduling along time and geographical boundaries to insure the greatest opportunity of the membership to attend events, 

Be it Resolved that this Office shall issue such regulations to promote effective event scheduling to maximize membership attendance by minimizing events in close proximity.

II.
The Crown and the Kingdom Seneschal have the statutory power to regulate the Kingdom Calendar and such regulatory oversight has the full effect of Kingdom law by virtue of the inherent powers granted to each office. MKL Section IV-101 states "The Kingdom Seneschal(e) shall, as Supreme Autocrat, at the pleasure of the Crown, oversee the planning of Kingdom events, the scheduling of events and meetings, and the reports of other Kingdom Officers as shall be needed for the functioning of all such activities." 
III.
It is hereby ordered that there will exist a 200-mile minimum separation between home cities of the local branches holding an SCA-sanctioned event on the same weekend. This is an increase from the 150-mile minimum previously mandated by Kingdom Seneschal Mistress Gwen ni hAilleachain, October 4th, 2005, and is calculated between groups and not event sites.  
IV.       It is hereby ordered that the non-compete scheduling of the Kingdom Calendar


only applies to Kingdom Level Events effective April 1st, 2006.
V.
Section III of this Ordinance, shall be effective January 1st, 2007 and will remain in effect until amended or repealed by the Crown or by successors in the office of Kingdom Seneschal. 
Done this the  1st day of  April  2006,  40 A.S.








Dame Fianna nic Dhaibhid







Kingdom Seneschal
Approved for publication.

INTERKINGDOM TREATIES AND AGREEMENTS

(none listed as of the date of publication)

PANHANDLE SKIRMISHES NON-COMPETE STATUS

LEGAL OPINION AND BRIEF

2005-1

by

Aylwin Watkyns

Kingdom Law Clerk

Facts: Trimaris, three years back, had an issue with the date for Panhandle Skirmishes ("PS"). Two years ago, Trimaris wanted to make PS a Trimarian event with Meridies and what would become Gleann Abhann in a scenario identical to Gulf Wars ("GW").

GW is also not a Meridian Kingdom Level Event ("KLE"). Gulf Wars is an Inter-Kingdom Event, as defined by the BoD. We treat GW as a KLE in terms of the calendar, meaning it is a "protected/non-competing event".

Trimaris, two years ago, formulated a treaty for Meridies and the Principality by association, wherein they described PS as "a Trimarian event", and then proceeded to define the committees and the profit disbursement thereby making it an InterKingdom event, without actually stating it as such (again, the BoD definition).

The treaty wasn't signed, however, in attempting to help Trimaris along with the spirit of what they actually wanted to do, the parties decided to treat PS as we treat GW in terms of the calendar conflicts only. The compromise was that PS would be treated as GW, as far as our calendar was concerned, so that PS could become what Gulf Wars had been, before the BoD re-defined what that particular event was, if that was indeed where Trimaris wanted to take their event.

The date was set on the 3rd weekend in October, two years ago (beginning 2004 as a non-competing event so as to give all shires enough time to rearrange and not interfere with their 2003 dates. Everyone was told about it at that time so as to not let any group get caught off guard to change their dates because that was the date in October that did not conflict with Meridian Crown, GA Coronet,  and Trimarian A&S. It took about two months all of negotiating parties to agree to that.

Issue: Has Kingdom law been amended to include Panhandle Skirmishes as a Meridian Kingdom event? 

Rule: Panhandle Skirmishes has a no-conflict rule by both administrative decision and inter-kingdom agreements even though it is not specifically designated a Kingdom Level event in the Kingdom Law statutes.

(continued)

Analysis:

A reading of Kingdom Law Section X-101 (B) states: "Events considered Kingdom Events shall include Coronations, Crown Lists,  Border Raids, Gulf Wars, Kingdom Arts and Sciences Faire, Royal University of Meridies Collegium, Fighters' Collegium, and all 

Kingdom-level Collegia hosted in Meridies."

In the interpretation of this statute, the plain meaning must be inferred including the phrase "shall include". This phrase does not render this list of events as an exclusive list but only that the events listed are mandated to be included in any comprehensive schedule or list of Kingdom Level Events to which the statute further defines a non-conflict scheduling mandate to wit: Section (E) reads, "No event shall be scheduled opposite any Kingdom level event."

Secondly, the Crown and the Seneschal have statutory power to enter into agreements with other Kingdoms and such agreements have the full effect of law by virtue of the inherent powers granted to each office. Section IV-101 states 

"The Kingdom Seneschal(e) shall, as Supreme Autocrat, at the pleasure of the Crown, oversee the planning of Kingdom events, the scheduling of events and meetings, and the reports of other Kingdom Officers as shall be needed for the functioning of all such activities." 

Again, the plain meaning of the statute declares the inherent power of the office of the Seneschal to coordinate calendar issues and resolve conflicts, including issuing such instructions that intend to prevent future conflicts, i.e. declaring an event to be an exclusive calendar event in that no other events can be scheduled on the weekend

of the protected event, and other instructions that may be reasonable and necessary in exercising the discretionary function of the second highest executive officer in the Kingdom.

The Crown has the authority to enter into such treaties and agreements as necessary for the execution of the powers that accompany title. MKL states:

Section I-102 "The Laws of Meridies shall be the Word of the Crown, publicly proclaimed and printed in the Kingdom Newsletter, subject to the authority of the Board of Directors, Corpora, and the By-laws of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc., and the Laws of the United States of America. No new laws or amendments shall be in effect, nor shall the subjects of Meridies be held in
account for the new law or amendment until both proclamations by the Crown
and publication in the Kingdom Newsletter takes place."

(continued)

In the publication of Popular Chivalry, the Kingdom Calendar is presumed to be printed with the approval of the Crown and therefore is imbued with the authority of the Crown with the full effect of Kingdom Law, even if decision-making discretion is delegated to

subordinate officers of state such as the Kingdom Seneschal. (See also Corpora Section IV(D)(2)) and Section VII(B).

Further Corpora IV(F)(1) states: "The Crown or the Coronet may make and amend such laws of their realm as they deem necessary..."

Under the plain meaning of this statute of the Corpora, the Crown has the direct power of office to effect changes in Meridian law, the method of enforcement or implementation to the extent to which the Crown approves or directs. Entering into agreements with other Kingdoms in order to promote the general enjoyment of the SCA activies by the membership at large and to ensure the smooth administrative oversight of the Kingdom's functions is a proper and necessary exercise of the Crown's discretionary authority under

both Kingdom law and Corpora.

Conclusion: Panhandle Skirmishes ("PS") scheduling conflicts are handled via administrative agreements even though PS is not a statutorily defined Kingdom Level Event ("KLE"). In addition, under the statutes of Meridian Law, the Kingdom Seneschal has the statutory grant of power to make such executive decisions in the normal course of business in the discharge of the duties of that office. The statutory executive powers

granted to that office give such administrative decisions the full effect of law including those discretionary decision making powers delegated to the Seneschal by the 

Crown of Meridies. 
The foregoing brief was approved for dissemination by the Kingdom Seneschal 10/05.

NOTICE OF REPEAL

UPDATE:  REPEALED. As of April 4th, 2006, The Crown of Meridies, TRM Godwine and Francesca, after a conference with the Kingdom Seneschal Dame Fianna nic Dhaibhid, have removed the protected status of Panhandle Skirmishes, “PS”, and therefore, other events may be scheduled opposite PS pursuant to the 200-mile rule between groups, per an ordinance enacted by Kingdom Seneschal Dame Fianna nic Dhaibhid on April 1st, 2006. Additionally, the non-compete status remains exclusively Kingdom Level Events.
The other provisions of this opinion with regard to the statutory powers of the Crown

and Kingdom Seneschal remain in effect subject to the interpretation and enforcement by the Word of the Crown.
AWARDING CROWN’S FAVOR TO NON-CORPORATE GROUPS

LEGAL OPINION AND BRIEF

2006-1

by

Aylwin Watkyns

Kingdom Law Clerk

Facts: A question on the interpretation of the Kingdom Law Section II-235 exists and therefore requires clarification on the subject of the award of the Crown’s Favor.

Issue: Under the provision of Kingdom Law Section II-235, may a group other than a household receive the Crown’s Favor?

Rule: Kingdom Law Section II-235 recognizes non-corporate entities for awards by inclusion of the word “household”.  In addition, MKL I-102 which states "The Laws of Meridies shall be the Word of the Crown..." in that the Crown may interpret and enforce such Kingdom level laws that the Crown may deem proper and just, subject to the restrictions imposed by Corpora.
Analysis:  The Statute in question reads as follows:
II-235 The Award of the Crown's Favor

(A) There shall exist within the Kingdom of Meridies an award presented to groups within the Kingdom, be they Barony, Shire, Canton, or Household, for service to the Kingdom, either directly or by way of serving as worthy examples of the type of behavior most favorable in these Current Middle Ages. The Award shall be called (upon approval of the Laurel Sovereign of Arms) the Award of the Crown's Favor.

(B) This award is given at the pleasure of the Crown, and may be given more than once.

(C) Those receiving the award shall be entitled to attach to their group insignia/device/arms, a small pennon bearing a sable pale on an argent field, and carrying a single argent mullet.  Upon receiving additional recognition through this award, additional mullets may be added (to a maximum of five), after which, having received the award six times, the first mullet shall change to Or, and so on in a like manner to a maximum of all five mullets.

(D) This award is non-armigerous and shall carry no precedence.

(E) This award is reserved only for groups (as defined in II-235(A)) and shall not be given to individuals.





                 (continued)
In an examination of the construction of the language of the statute, the first three groups mentioned ..."Barony, Shire, Canton,..." are official branches of the SCA. However, the last group "...or Household" sets forth the mechanism by which non-corporate entities are recognized and bestowed with awards. A household is not recognized as an official SCA branch within the meaning and intent of the Corpora Section I (E) which states:

"E. Unofficial Entities

In many kingdoms, there are groups in which many people participate but which are not formally recognized by the Society. These can range from highly structured guilds to loosely associated camping groups. Entities that fall into this category can have many names, including but not limited to households, guilds, ships, and clans. Although these entities are not recognized by the Society in any formal way, some kingdoms have awards that can be given to these groups. Because they are not official Society groups, unofficial entities cannot sponsor Society events."

Since households are included in the statutory provisions of MKL II-235(A), it does, by operation, recognize that a non-corporate group is eligible for award recognition.
Additionally, it can be strongly argued, given the Crown's statutory right to state the intent of Kingdom law, under MKL I-102 which states "The Laws of Meridies shall be the Word of the Crown..." that the inclusion of the word "household" serves to provide a means by which any non-corporate entity can be recognized for awards under the non-limiting scope of Corpora I (E). Therefore, it is well within the statutory power of the Crown to award any non-corporate group that is eligible for awards, as the Crown may deem  worthy, via the combined operation of these two statutes.
Conclusion: While the Kingdom Law does not mention a group other than a household being eligible for the Crown’s Favor, the fact that household is non-corporate entity establishes the precedent of awarding a non-corporate entity. Additionally, the Crown has the statutory power to declare the intent of Kingdom Law and may declare, at the Crown’s discretion, that the statute is not a limiting statute but rather provides for the recognition of non-corporate entities. Any non-corporate entity as defined by Corpora Section I (E) may be suitably interchanged for the word “household” within the statutory provisions of Kingdom Law II-235 by the Crown.

The foregoing brief was approved for dissemination by the Kingdom Seneschal 04/06.

MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS OF CROWN LIST
LEGAL OPINION AND BRIEF

2006-2
by

Aylwin Watkyns

Kingdom Law Clerk
Facts: A question arises as to the meaning of “member” under MKL as opposed to the word “membership” as required by Corpora for participants of Crown List.

Issue:  Does the word “member” under MKL Section VIII 102.E differ from the word “membership” as defined by Corpora Section IV.A.2, A.3 and Corporate Policy I.B.1- thru 4 and II.C ?

Rule: Any person desiring to participate in Crown List must meet both Corpora and Kingdom requirements, subject to proof of verification. In the case of conflict, Corpora or Corporate Policies take precedence over Kingdom Laws.

Analysis:  The first source of law within the realm of the SCA, Inc. lies within the bounds of the Articles of Incorporation, the Bylaws, and the Corporate Policies of the Corporation. The Corporation sets forth the minimum requirements for participation in Crown List by defining membership and mandating membership for Crowns of Kingdoms.  Corpora Section IV.A.2 and A.3 set for the following requirements:
2. Each competitor and prospective consort must hold a valid membership on the day of the Royal Lists, and must maintain that membership until their term of Royalty is over. Positive confirmation that the Registry has processed the membership application is required before anyone may fight or be fought for in a Royal List. Positive confirmation consists of a valid membership card, appearance of the name with a valid membership on a printout from the Corporate Office, a membership label issued by the Corporate Office showing the name and expiration date, or a postcard or letter from the Corporate Office confirming that the membership has been received. 

3. Kingdoms and principalities will ensure that all competitors in Crown and Coronet Lists are aware of and meet the membership requirements for themselves and their prospective consorts at the time they register for the Lists. Any officer of the Society or representative of a Kingdom found responsible for allowing a non-member to participate, as an entrant or prospective consort, in a Royal List will be subject to sanctions. 

(continued)

In addition, the Corporation sets forth the definition of membership in Corporate Policies (revision April 2006) in Sections I.B.1-4, to wit:
The Board of Directors has designated the following categories of advisory membership. Such advisory members are not members within the meaning of Section 5056 of the California Corporations Code. California law supports the SCA’s use of the terms “member” and “membership” in the common English meaning, referring to persons who have paid to be associated with the organization. 
I.B.1. Sustaining Membership conveys eligibility to hold office in the SCA, a subscription to a Kingdom newsletter, the option to subscribe to other Corporate publications, and any other privileges designated by the SCA or its subdivisions as accruing to members of the SCA. This type of membership is considered a subscribing membership. 

I.B.2. International Membership conveys the privileges of Section I.B.1. This membership type is available only in locations outside the United States which are part of the SCA, Inc., and not subject to an affiliate corporation. This type of membership is considered a subscribing membership. 

I.B.3. Associate Membership conveys eligibility to hold office in the SCA, except where other membership categories are required Governing Documents. Associate membership also entitles the holder to any privileges designated by the SCA or its subdivisions as accruing to members of the SCA, except where another membership type is specifically required by the organization defining the privilege. This type of membership is not considered a subscribing membership. 

I.B.4. Family Membership extends the privileges of Section I.B.1 to the immediate family of a member defined in paragraphs B.1-B.2 of this Article, who live at the same physical address as the member. This type of membership is not considered a subscribing membership. 

Further, Corporate Policy Section II.C states that any of the above membership categories is required for officers by stating:

C. Eligibility for Office 

Officers at all levels of the SCA must be members as defined in I.B.1-4 above, and must have immediate access to the corporate newsletter for their area provided by a subscribing membership at their residence. 
(continued)
Meridian Kingdom Law Section VIII 102.E and K, while subordinate to Corporate Policies, also reflect Corporate Policies by incorporating the minimum requirements for competitors in Crown List:
(E)
Each competitor and consort must have resided within the Kingdom of Meridies and have been an active member of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. for the entire calendar year immediately preceding the Tournament in which they have expressed an intent to participate.
(K)  Each competitor and consort must include in their letter of intent proof of membership.
Conclusion: In light of the provided definitions by Corpora and the harmony of Corporate Policies and Corpora with Kingdom Law, the phrase contained in MKL Section VIII 102.E, “an active member of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc.” is intended to require that every participant in Crown List be a paid member of the Society of Creative Anachronism with a membership defined by Corporate Policies Section I.B 1 through 4. Further, Kingdom Law requires proof of membership to be included in a prospective competitor’s letter of intent to the Crown.
The foregoing opinion was approved for publication by the Kingdom Seneschal 04/06.
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